294     THK MKMOIRS OK COUNT WITTE
Government had enacted legal measures tending to improve
the conditions of the Jews in Russia- As I deemed it be-
neath our dignity to connect the solution of our Jewish
question with the loan, I decided to ^ive up my intention of
securing the participation of the Rothschilds.
The Constitutional  Democrats  ("Cadets") were fully
aware of the stahili/Jnj*; effect the loan would have upon the
Government. Consequently, they sought to defeat my efforts
to conclude the loan before the opening of the Duma. Their
representatives, chiefly Prince  Dolgoruki and Muklakov,
acted in Paris, trying to persuade the French Government
that it was illegal for the Imperial Government to conclude
the loan without the sanction of the Duma.   It is not with-
out shame, I am sure, that these public leaders, who were
very decent men for all that, recall tins activity of theirs,
which could hardly he termed patriotic.   Their only excuse
lies in the fact that in those days the greater part of think-
ing Russia was in a state of intoxication.    People were
actually drunk with the old - wine of freedom, which had
been brewing for many generations.
As for our press, it did nothing to inspire the foreign
investor with confidence.   For instance, nearly all the papers
printed the appeal of the revolutionists to the population
enjoining it to withdraw their deposits from the banks and
local treasuries, so as to force the Government to cease the
exchange of credit bills and reduce the Treasury to a state
of insolvency.   On the other hand, the foreign press dis-
played a great deal of hostility toward us.   Here is what
Rafalovich wrote me from Paris on January 8, 1906: "The
difficulties of the situation arc clearly manifested in the
attitude of the financial and economic press.   While Mr.
Paul Leroy Beaulieu (an authority on finance) is using all
the prestige with which his special scientific competence in-
vests him to reassure and enlighten the public, and while
Mr. Kergall (editor of La Revue Economique) endeavours